
Using Adobe Acrobat's Accessibility Features

Adobe Acrobat and Adobe Reader provide a number of features to help users who access PDF
documents get the most from the content. In some cases text may need to be enlarged so that the
content can be read more easily; the text may need to be read aloud and users who may not be
able to use a mouse or keyboard may need to automatically scroll through multi-page documents.

Using the Reflow Feature

Adobe has a magnification feature which allows a document to be viewed at between 10% - 6400%.
At a large page magnification (e.g. 125%) a PDF page behaves in a way that would be expected
from most applications. Although the text is large the page needs to be scrolled horizontally and
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vertically to be read.

Viewing a PDF Using Reflow

By selecting  View > Zoom > Reflow a PDF document behaves as an "elastic" document.

As the magnification is increased the text content wraps to the size of the window. This ensures that
PDF documents that utilise this feature allow large text to be displayed without the need to scroll
horizontally.
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Reflowed PDF Example - 125%
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Reflowed PDF Example - 200%
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Using the Automatically Scroll Feature

The View > Automatically Scroll option allows PDF documents to scroll the pages so that content
can be read on screen. Once Automatically Scroll has been selected the page will move and its
speed can be controlled via the numeric keypad.

By selecting the Num Lock key the numbers between 1 - 9 on the numeric keypad can slow and
speed up the speed of scroll - 1 being the slowest and 9 being the fastest scrolling speed.
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Read Out Loud

Although not a replacement for commercially available screen reading software, the Read Out Loud
feature under the View menu can be a useful tool when the text from a document needs to be read.

The various options within this menu allow you some control over the Read Out Loud feature.

The three accessibility features described in this tutorial are available to users of both the full version
of Adobe Acrobat and the Adobe Reader software.
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